“Their cool electricity confirms a place for Angika at the cutting edge of South Asian
choreography.” The Stage
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ABOUT CYPHER

Running time: approx. 60 minutes
Available for tour from September 2008
Premiere 18" September 2008 New Theatre Royal Portsmouth

CU/YSLEPIOH TIEGIR

To celebrate their 10th year as one of the most successful creative
partnerships in contemporary South Indian Dance in the UK, Angika will, in
2008, create CYPHER, a full evening-length work performed by an all-female
company of 6 Bharatanatyam dancers.

In CYPHER, Angika introduce a new contemporary approach to their creative
practice and development of Bharatanatyam inspired by their research and
development work with Jonathan Burrows and Matteo Fargion .

For the first time, instead of a specially commissioned soundtrack, the
dancers will use their voices in live performance through recitation of
traditional Sanskrit slokas (hymns) and rhythmic dance syllables to create
layers of abstract, harmonic sound structures that will accompany their
movement. In May 2007 Angika created a short piece called Sri as a
commission from Brewery Arts in Kendal as part of the Woman's Arts
International Festival in which they experimented with “voice” and will extend
the concept for CYPHER.

The concept of CYPHER explores the multi-layered relationship between
Bharatanatyam, mathematics, geometry and the idea of codes or cyphers -
languages with hidden meanings. Bharatanatyam’s intrinsic relationship with
mathematics will be explored in CYPHER: The dance form has an intimate
connection with the number sequences of the rhythm (tala) cycles but it also
connects with mathematics through the geometry of the physical dance
movement units and choreographic patterns.

For the creation of CYPHER, Angika are pleased to announce that they will
be collaborating with the composer Orlando Gough . He is one of the UK’s
most important composers for ballet, contemporary dance and theatrical
projects. Previous collaborators include Siobhan Davies, Alain Platel,
Shobana Jeyasingh and Ashley Page of The Royal Ballet. He was the Time
Out Classical Artist of the Year 2001. He is co-composer with Richard Chew
of music for The Shout, a multi-stylistic professional choir.

Angika will also further their longstanding creative partnerships with lighting
designer Aideen Malone and costume designer Gabriella Ingram .
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Angika are a leading British Indian dance company bringing a contemporary
approach and vitality to the rich vocabulary of classical Bharatanatyam dance.

The company was founded in 1997 as a creative partnership between London
based choreographers and Bharatanatyam dancers Mayuri Boonham and
Subathra Subramaniam.

They are well known for their innovative dance and music collaborations and
Angika's productions, with their inimitable performance style, have won
enthusiastic responses from critics and audiences alike. Angika have worked
with composers Talvin Singh, MIDIval PunDITZ, Matteo Fargion, Rudi Van
Dijke, Shin Parwana and choreographers Jonathan Burrows and Russell
Maliphant.

Angika have been represented by Turtle Key Arts since 1999.

Angika tour with a strong educational programme which aims to provide an
exciting dance experience and to include and encourage local up-coming
talent. There are several workshops available devised by the Company for all

ages and levels of experience; do contact us for more information. Angika
also offer the opportunity to hold an after show Q&A session.

Angika perform Bhakti

Angika’s current touring repertoire is Ether, Bhakt i and Urban Temple.

(Quick time movies can be seen at www.turtlekeyarts.org.uk Click on “Performance arts
management” and scroll down)

“Ether is attractive and skilfully crafted... a goddess -like glamour. Urban
Temple... this short, snappy dance lightly and neatly contrasts sacred
and secular, past with present. Given its premiere in 2004, Bhakti is one
of the most refreshing bharata natyam- influenced d ances made in
Britain during the past few seasons. At 50 minutes this driven, cleanly
patterned quintet demonstrates that Angika is quite capable of
sustaining a full-length piece.” Donald Hutera — The Times
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ETHER

[4/5 Dancers. Runnimg Time 45 mins]

Angika premiered Ether on March 4th 2006 at The Playbox Theatre Warwick and it
has since toured the UK and Europe.

The piece explores the ether or ‘akasa’, which, in Indian philosophy, is the medium of
movement that pervades the Universe. Angika worked with Russell Maliphant as a
choreographic mentor to create a dance of sumptuous fluidity, hypnotic rhythm and
balances with lyrical stillness.

Original Music composition by the New Delhi based, MTV award-winning composers
Tapan Raj & Gaurav Raina of the Midival PunditZ , their music is a synthesis of
classical South Indian and contemporary dance music.

“One of the most consistently thrilling evenings of dance I've seen all year.
Ether is meditative in nature, and the intricate kn  otwork of its choreography
seems to represent the subtle connective forces of the universe.

Music and dance play wonderfully off each other, wi th the icy shimmer of the
PunditZ score lending Boonham and Subramaniam's cho reography a crystalline
edge. Each of Angika's dancers emerges as a distinc  t individual, each displays
the Bharatnatyam skill of dancing with her eyes. Et  her is a work of absolute
clarity, locking you tightly into its logic and hol ding you breathless until the
end.” Luke Jennings - The Observer
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BHAKTI

[4/5 Dancers. Running Time 50 mins]

After six successful years creating and performing critically acclaimed duets,
Angika launched for the first time as a company of five dancers to perform Bhakti.
Angika worked with Jonathan Burrows as choreographic mentor and MIDlval
PunditZ’s created the original musical score. Bhakti has toured the UK and Europe
extensively since it's premiere in 2004.

“In this hypnotic performance, Angika dance company gives Bharatanatyam a
contemporary makeover, blending it with MIDIval Pun  ditZ’s score of electronica.
It works like a dream.

Aideen Malone’s stylised lighting starts out low-le vel but then bathes the
dancers in gold, before moving on to use strips of coloured light that cover the
stage in a geometric blocks.

It is MIDIval PunditZ's filmic and melodious soundt rack, mixing classical Indian

and contemporary club music that make this producti on soar. Well known for
their work, notably the music for Monsoon Wedding, they expertly blend various
drums with other instruments, such as sitar, flute and shehnai, voices and the

crashing of waves.

The repetitive quality of the music and the moves ¢ reates a calming effect and
leaves a lasting impression of exotic beauty and pr ayerful meditation.”
Liz Arratoon - The Stage
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URBAN TEMPLE

[4/5 Dancers. Running Time 20 mins]

Urban Temple was originally commissioned by London’s Royal Festival Hall as a site-
specific piece during the company’s one-week residency in Summer 2003. The piece
has since been reworked and toured as part of the company’s national tour in spring /
summer 2006.

“a quintet of dancers perform sleekly evolved class ical choreography to a whip-
taut electronic score by the MTV award-winning MIDI  val PunditZ. The set,
created in light by Justin Farndale, shows a skyscr aper city at night, the time is
the present, the Kali Yuga or Dark Age, and the fiv e performers are at once
contemporary women and the mythological beings who have seen the city rise
and will watch it fall. The dancing is impeccably d etailed, but its racy sheen and
sensual attack show just how far the Bharatnatyam s tyle can be taken and still
remain itself.” Luke Jennings - The Observer
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COMPANY BIOGRAPHIES

MAYURI BOONHAM - Artistic Director, Choreographer, Dancer - trained
under Prakash Yadagudde at The Bhavan Centre, London and received a first
class diploma in Bharatanatyam dance and music in 1994. Her Arangetram
(traditional solo debut performance) was staged at the Riverside Studios in
1995. Mayuri works as an independent, innovative Bharatanatyam dancer and
choreographer as well as one half of Angika and Boonham & Marwood. Mayuri
has created and performed several works, which include The Apotheosis of
Love, Vaach (Speech) and a series of commissioned cross-disciplinary
collaborative works To Paganini (The Fifth Veda), Force of Play and Obsessus
(premiered at London’s South Bank) with the leading award-winning violinist
Anthony Marwood.

Mayuri has worked as choreographer for Snap Theatre’s productions of Hanif
Kureishi's My Beautiful Launderette and Buddha of Suburbia. In 2003 Mayuri
was jointly commissioned by Channel 4 and Arts Council England to create
Beyond-Reach, a dance film as part of the Dance4 2003 series. This film was
broadcast on national television and was selected along-with her recent Cave
of the Gods short for the prestigious International Dance on Screen Festival,
London. Mayuri is a recipient of The Lisa Ullmann Travelling Scholarship and a
Bonnie Bird New Choreography Awards Winner.

SUBATHRA SUBRAMANIAM — Artistic Director, Choreogra  pher, Dancer -
began her training in Malaysia and completed it under Prakash Yadagudde at
The Bhavan Centre, London where she successfully staged her Arangetram in
1993. Performances include: a number of productions at The Bhavan Centre;
with the National Youth South Asian Dance Company; and as a finalist in the
New York Indian Dance Show (1993). Subathra toured nationally with Srishti
Dance Creation's production Hidden Forces.

In 1997 she was involved in a choreographic lab held by Sampad and was
Dancer in Education for Shobana Jeyasingh Dance Company, 1995. Subathra
has carried out extensive dance workshops in schools, colleges and
universities. In May 2003, Subathra was part of The Cape Farewell team of
scientists, artists and educationalists, which sailed to the Arctic to address
issues of global warming. She is continuing her art/science work with "Creative
Partnerships" and the Cape Farewell team. In September 2003, Subathra was
a choreographer and performer at the "24 hour performance" in Copenhagen
directed by Stuart Lynch of Paradance. The performance formed part of the
prestigious Images of Asia Festival. Subathra is a qualified Science teacher
and is currently completing an MA in Education.
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EDUCATION

Angika promote the beauty and power of working with the language of
Bharatanatyam dance and encourage accessibility and enjoyment of the dance
form by workshop participants from all cultural backgrounds and level of
training.

Angika's education work offers an exciting opportunity to introduce participants
to the company’s performance work and creative methodology of evolving
classical Bharatanatyam dance vocabulary with a contemporary approach.
Participants will be expected to work creatively as the workshops aim to
stimulate imaginative use of the extensive and challenging movement language
developed by the company over the years.

Angika also offer a range of activities, talks, choreographic residencies, lecture-
demonstrations and creative sessions specially designed to suit participants of
different abilities to give an insight into their wide-ranging cross-disciplinary
collaborative practices with composers, musicians, artists, lighting and set
designers.

Through these workshops, the participants will be able to develop their creative
and performance skills, gain an understanding in working with classical forms
for contemporary choreography and translate this experience to their own
discipline and future work.

As part of their residency at The Place, Angika have delivered a series of dance
and choreographic workshops for BA Hons Contemporary students at the
London Contemporary Dance School and Shift Youth Dance Company. Also in
conjunction with East London Dance/ Creative Partnerships they led a
company residency at a London secondary school.

shaun@turtlekeyarts.org.uk www.turtlekeyarts.org.uk




Cypher Booking Details

Dates
22" September — 31 October 2008

Fee
By negotiation

Suitability
Small and middle scale arts and theatre venues for dance and music/dance
festivals

Running time
60 minutes

Workshops/Education programme/Q&A session
Angika are committed and flexible to accommodate specific demands

Technical requirements

7 x 8 metres stage (ideally sprung dance floor)

Standard dance lighting rig. (pre-rig desirable)

Good quality sound system with CD play back facility.

Minimum 1 technician for get in/get out. Minimum get in time 8 hours prior to
show.
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Production History

Sri
Ether

Soul of Light (Place Prize) 2004

Bhakti
Urban Temple

Angika have performed at:

LONDON

EASTLEIGH
KENDAL
WARWICK
WYCOMBE
LOUGHBOROUGH
NEWCASTLE

BIRMINGHAM

LEEDS
STOCKTON-ON-TEES
WINDSOR

READING

EXETER

BRISTOL
NOTTINGHAM

LEICESTER

MILTON KEYNES
BURTON UPON TRENT
LANCASTER

PAISLEY

HALIFAX

FROME

MANCHESTER

LIVERPOOL
BATH

2007 Pulse of Tala 2001
2006 Light 2001
The Triple Hymn 2000

2004 Kala 1999

2003 Sudarsana 1998
The Place — Robin Howard Theatre BELFAST Studio at the Island Arts Centre
Waterman'’s Arts Centre COLCHESTER Lakeside Theatre
Victoria & Albert Museum LUTON The Hat factory
Royal Festival Hall BRIGHTON Sallis Benney
Nehru Centre CANTERBURY Gulbenian
Greenwich Dance Agency WHITEHAVEN Rosehill Theatre
Croydon Clocktower ROTHERHAM Arts Centre
Artsdepot STIRLING Macrobert
West Wing Arts Centre BONN Indien Theater
The Point DUSSELDORF Tanzhaus
Brewery Arts Centre HAMBURG Kampnagel
Playbox Theatre (Dream Factory) BUDAPEST Sziget Festival
The Swan OLDENBURG Oldenburgisches Staattheater
Sir Robert Martin Theatre ANTWERP ccbe
Dance City LILLE Lille 3000
Jubilee Theatre FRANKFURT Book Fair

Crescent Theatre

Mac

West Yorkshire Playhouse (BDE)
Arc

Arts Centre

21 South Street

Phoenix

QEH Theatre

Clarendon College

Lakeside Arts Centre
Haymarket Theatre

Pheonix Arts

Stantonbury Campus Theatre
Brewhouse Arts Centre
Nuffield Theatre

Arts Centre

Square Chapel Centre for the Arts

Merlin Theatre
Green Room
The Lowry
Unity Theatre
Theatre Royal
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HUESCA, SPAIN

Feria de Teatro de Huesca
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